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HAT is your name, and place of abode? ‘
A. Franklin, of Philadelpbia, V.3, 1910 '
Q. Do the Americans pay any confiderable taxes among

themfelves ¢
. A. Certainly many, and very heavy taxes.
" ?,.}’V}ut are the prefent taxes in Pennfylvania, laid by the laws of the
olon ;‘ , '

A }i‘here are taxeson all eftites real and perfonal, a poll tax, a tax on
all offices, profeflions, trades and bufinefles, according to their profits; an
excife onall wine, rum, and other fpirits; and a duty of Ten Pounds per

 Lead on all Negroes imported, with fome other duties. °

" Q_ For what purpofes are thofe taxes laid ? :

A. For the fupport of the civil and miljsary eftablitiments of the country,
and to difcharge the heavy debt conttaéted ia the laft war.
Q. How long are thofe taxes to continue.

1A, Thofe for difcharging the debt are to continue till 1772, and longer,

' if the debt fhoujd not then be all difcharged. The otliers mult alwavs
cuntinue, o | ’

Q. Was it not expected that the debt would have been fooner difcharged ?

- A, It was, when the peace was made with France and Spain---But a flelh

war breaking out with the Indians, a freth load of debr was incurred, and

the t; of courfe, continued longer by a new law,
Q. AR nogall the people very able to pay thofe taxes?
A. No. e, Frontier counties, all along the continent, having been

frequently ravified by the enemy, and greatiy impoverifhed, are able topay
very little tax. And therefore, in confideration of their d.itrefles, our late
tax laws do exprelly favour thofe counties, excufing the fuffercrs; and I
fuppofe the fame is done in other governments, '
Q. Are you not concerned in the management of the Poft-Ofiice in
America? .
A. Yes. Tam Dcﬁlty Poft-Mafter General of North-Aumerica,
Q. Don’t you think the diftmbution ot ttamps, by pott, toall the inbabi.
tants, very practicable, if there was no oppofition?
- A. Thepofts only go along the fea coalts ; they do not, exceptina few
inftances, go back into the countiy; and,it’ they did, feading for tamps by
" poft would occafion uin expence of ro(}age, amounting, in many cales, tv
suuch more than that of the ftamps themielves. »
Q. Are you acquainted with Newfoundland? .
A. Inever was there.
. Do you know whether there are any poft roads on that Ifland?
A. T have heard that there nie no roads at all; but thai the commuria.
tior between one fettlement and another is bé fea only,
“4n you difperie the ﬂamps‘&vy poft in Cunada?

A. There
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A. ‘There is only a poft between Montreal and Quedeci  The inhabitants
live fo fcattered and remnote from eacliother, in thatvaft country, that polts
eannot be fupported among them, and therefore they cannot get Rawps per
‘polt. The Englith Colonies too, along the frontiers, are very thinly fettled.
~ Q_From the thinnefs of the back fettlements, would not the lamp-act be
extrcamly inconvenient tothe inhabitants, if executed? |

A. 'To be fure it would; as many of the inhabitant: could not get ftanips
when they had occafion for them, withouttaking lomy journies, and fpend-
ing perhaps Three or Four Pounds, that the crown night get Six pence.

l Q.. P;re not the Colonies, from their circumftances, very able to pay the
ftamp duty ? —

A.r In nyuy opinion, there is not gold and filver enough in the Colonies to
pay the ftamp duty tor one year. _ '

Q. Don't you know that the money arifing from the ftainps was all to be
laid out in America? , .

A. I know it is appropriated by the a& to the American fervice ; but it.
will be fpent in the conquered Colonies, where the foldiers are, not in the
Colonies that pay it.

. Is there not aballance of trade due from the Colotiies where the troops
are pofted, that will bring back the money to the old Colonies.

A. I think not. I bLelieve very little would comhe back. I know of no
trade likely to bring it back. I think it would come from the Coloniés
where it was fpent direttly to England ; for I have always obferved, that in
every Colony the more pienty the means of remittance to England, the more
goods are fent for, and the more trade with England carried on.

. What number of white inhabitants do you think there are in Pennfyl-
vania?

A. I fuppofe there may be about 160,000.

Q. What number of them are Quakers ?

A. Perhaps a tlird. |

Q. What number of Germans?

A. Perhaps another third ; but I cannot fpeak with certdinty.

Q. Have any number of the Germans feen fervice, as foldiers, irf Europe ?

A. Yes,---inany of them both in Furope and America.

Q. Are they as much diflatisfied with the ftamp duty as the Englith ?

A. Yes, and more; and with reafon, as their ftamps are, in many cafes,
to be double. 'r

Q. How many white men do you fuppofe there are in Nerth-Aflerica ?

A. About 300,000 from fixteen to fixty years of age.

B Q .ngt may be the amount of one year's imports into Pennfylvania from
ritain i

A. I have been informed that our merchants compute the imports from
Britain to be above 500,000 Pounds.

B .()\.‘W;hat may be the amount of the produce of your province exported to
ritain ?

A. It muft be fmall, as we produce little that is wanted in Britain. I fup-
pofe it cannot exceed 40,000 Pounds,

Q. How then do you pay the ballance?

_A. The ballunce is paid by our produce carried to the Weft-Indies, and
jold in our own iflands, or to the French, Spaniards, Danes and Dutch; b
the fame carried to other colonies in North-Americd, as to New-England,
Nova-Scotia, Newfoundland, Carolina and Georgia ; by the fame carried to -
different parts of Europe, as Spain, Portugal and Italy : In zll which places
we receive either mouney, bills of exchange, or commodities that fuit for re-
mittance to Britain ; which, together with all the profits on the induftry of
our merchants and mariners, arifing in thofe circuitous voyages, and the
{reizhts made by their fhips, center finally in Britain, to difcharge lthe bal-
ance,
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lance, and pay for Britith manufa&tures continually ufed in the province, or
fold to foreigners by onr traders, S '

Q. Have {cu heard of any difficulties lately laid on the Spanith trade? -

A Yes, I have heard thatit has been greatly obftrugted by fome new re-
gulations, and by the Englith men of war and cutters ftationed all along the
coaftin America, |

Q. Do you think it right America fhould be prote&ted by this country,
and pay. no part of the expence. |

A. 'lxhat is not the cafe. The Colonies raifed, cloathed and paid, during
the laft war, near 25,000 men, and fpent many millions,

Q. Were you not reimburfed by parliament ? |

A We were only reimburfed what, in your opinion, we had advanced
beyond our proportion, or beyond what might be reafonably expeéted from
us; and it was a very {mall part of what we fpent. Pennfylvania, in parti-
cular, difburfed about soo,000 Pounds, and the reimb.irfements, in the
whole, did not exceed 60,000 Pounds. ‘

. You have faid that' you pay heavy taxes in Pennfylvania ; what do they
amount tu in the Pound . ,

A. The tax on all eftates, real and perfonal, is Eighteen Pence in the
Pound, fully rated ; and the tax on the profits of trades and profeflions,
with otter taxes, do, I fuppofe, make full Half a Crown in the Pound.

Q. Do you know any thing of the rate of exchange in Pennfylvania, and
whether it isfallen lately ? |

A. Itis commonly from 170 to 1y5. Ihave heard that it has fallen late-
ly from 175 to 162 and a halt, owing, I fuppofe, to their leflening their or-
devs for roods ; and when their debts to this country are paid, fthink the
exchange will probably be at par. ,

Q._Do not you think the peopie of America would fubmit to pay the
ftamp duty, if it was moderated 2

A. No, never, unlefs compelled by force of arms.

. Are not the taxes in Pennfylvania laid on unequally, in order to bur-
then the Englith trade, particularly the tax on prnfe(&xons and bufinefs ?

A. It is not more burthenfome in proportion than thetax on lands. Itis
intended, and fuppofed to take an equal proportion of profits.

Q. How is the affembly compofed ? Of what kinds of people are the mem-
bers, landholders ar traders ?

A. It is compofed of landholders, merchants and artificers.

. Are not the majority landholders ? - '

A. I believe they arve. ' '

Q. Do not they, as much as poffible, fhift the tax off from the land, to
eafe that, and lay the burthen heavier on trade?
~ A. I have never underftood it fo. I never heard fuch a thing fuzgelled.
And indeed an attempt of that kind could anfwer no purpole. ‘f'he nmer.
chant or trader is always fkilled in figures, and ready with his pen =nd ink.
If unequal burthens are laid on his trade, he puts an additional price on
his goods ; and the confumers, who are chiefly landbolders, finally pay ti:
greateft part, if not the whole. . . .

Q. What was the temper of America towards Great-Britain before the

ear 1764 ¢
g A. The beft in the world. They fubmitted willingly to the government
¢f the Crown, and paid, in all their conrts, ohedience to alts of parlia-
ment. Numerous as the people are in the feveral old provinces, they coil
you nothing in forts, citadels, garrifons or armies, to keep them in fuhjec-
tion. They were governed by this country at the expence only of a littla
pen, ink and paver. They were led by a thread. They had not only a r:-
fpect, bu* an affe@ion, for Great-Britain, for its laws, its cufloms and
manners, and even a fondnefs for its fafhions, that greatly increafed the
commerce, Natives of Britain wex'txxlwnys treated with particularregaid

2 to
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to bean Qld England-man, was, of itfelf, acharaéter of fome refpet, and
ave a kind of rank among us, | |

Q. And what is their temper now?

A, O, very much altered. .

Q. Did you cver hear the authority of parliament to make laws for Ame-
rica queftioned till late':y? _ ,

A. The Authority of pailiament was allowed to be valid in all laws, ex-
cept fuch as thould luy internal taxes. It was neverdifputed in laying duties
to regulate commerce, . . \

Q. In what proportion hath population increafed in America?

A. Ithink the inhabitants of all the provinces together, taken at a me.
dium, double in about s¢ years. But their demund for Britifh manufac-
.tures increafes much fafter, as the confumption is not merely in proportion
to their numbers, but grows with the growing abilities of the fame
numbers to pay for them. In 1723, the whole importation from Britain to
Pelciqlilylxraxlia, was but about 14,000 Pounds $terling it is now near Half

a nhon,

Q. In what light did the people of. America ufe to confider the parlia-
ment of Great-Britain ? -

A. They confidered the pariiament as the great bulwark and fesurity of
their liberties and privileges, and always {poke of it with the utmoft re-
ipect and veneration.  Arbitrary minifters, they thought, might poffibly,
at times, attempt to oppreis them; but they relied on jt, that the parlia-
ment, on application, would always give redrefs. They remembered,
with gratitude, a. ftrong inftance ot this, when a bill was brought into
parliament, with a claufe to make royal inftruétions laws in the colonies,
which the houfe of commons would not pafs, and it was thrown out.

- Q. And have they not fill the fame refpett for parliainent ?

A. Noj; it is grently leflened. B

Q. To what caufes is that owing?

A, To a concurrenceof caufes ; the reftraints lately laid on their trade,
by which the bringing of foreign gold and filver into the Colonies was pre-
vented ; the prohibition of making paper money ainong themfelves; and
‘thien demanding a new and heavy tax by ftampa; taking away, at the fane
time, trials Ly jurier, and retufing to receive and hear their humble peti-
tions. '

Q_Don’t you think they would fubmit to the ftamp-aét, if it was modi-

fied, the obnexious parts taken out, and the duties veduced to fome parti-
culars, of fmall moment ? ,

A. Noj they will never fubmit to it.

Q. What do you think is the reafon that the people of America increafe
fafter than in England? .

A. Becaufe they marry younger, and more generally,
Q. Why fo? Y YOUREEDy & ¢

A. Becaufe any young couple that are induftrious, may eafily obtain land
of their own, on which they can raife a family.
. (}J Alre ??t the lower rank of people more ut their eafe in America than
1 hagland , '

“A. They may be o if they are fober and diligent, as they are better paid
for their labour, '

Q. What is your opinion of a future tax, impofed on the fame principle
wita thar of the ftamp alt; how would the Americans receiveit?

A Juit as they do this,  They would not pay it.

¢ btave vou not heard of the refolutions of this houfe, and of the houfe

of lords, arering the right of parliament relating to America, including a
poviar to taz the peonie there? ‘

A ey, Llave heard of fach refolutions,
. Whit wiii be the opinion of the Awericans on thofe refolutions ?
A, They
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A. They will think them unconttitutional, and unjuft:

Q. Was it an opinion in America before 1963, that the parliament had
no right to lay taxes and duties there?

A. I never heard any objeétion to the right of laying duties to regulate
commerce; but a right to lay {nternal taxes was never fuppofed to be in par-
liament, as we arenot reprefented there. .

Q. On whatdo yau found your opinion, that the people in America madq
any fuch diftiétion ? | -

A. I know that whenever tha fubject has occurred in converfation where
I have been prefent, it has appeared to be the opinien of every one, that we
could not be taxed in a parliament where we were not reprefented. Butthe
payment of duties laid by act of parliament, as regulations of commerce,
was neverdifputed. | ,

Q. But can you name any aét of affembly, or publick act of any of your
governments, that made fuch diftinétion ?

A. Idc .ot know thatthere wasany ; I think there was never an occafion
to make any fuch aét, till now that you have attempted to tax us; that has
occafioned rslolutions of aflembly, declaring the diftinétion, in which I
think every aflembly on the continent, and every member in every affembly,
bave been unanimous., |

Q. Whatthen could occafion converfations on that fubjeét before that time ?

A. There was in 1754 apropofition made (I think it caine from hence)
that in cafe of a war, which was then apprehended, the governors of tha
Colunies fhould meet, and order the levying of traops, building of forts, and
taking every other neceflary meafure for the general defence; and fhould
draw on the treafury here for the fums expended, which were afterwards to
be raifed in the Colonies by a general tax, to be laid on them by act of parli-
ament. TYhis occafioned a good dealof converfation on the fubject, and the
general opinion was, that the parliament neither wou'.l nor could lay any
tax on us, till we were duly reprefented ih parliament, becaufe it was not
juft, nor agreeable to the nature of an Englith conftitution.

’ O?,Don’t you know there was a time in New-York, when it was under
confideration to make an application to-parliament to lay taxes on that Co.
lony, upon a deficiency arifing from the aflembly’s refufii:g or negletting to
raile the neceflary fupplies tor the fupport of the civil government ?

A, I never heard of it. S

Q. There was fuch an application under confideration in New-York ; and
do you apprehend they could fuppofe the right of parliament to lay a tax in
America was only local, and confined to thie cafe of a deficiency in a parti-
cular Colony, by a refufal of its aflembly to raife the necc@iry fupplies?

A. They could not fuppofe fuch a cafe, asthat the aflembly would not raife
the neceflary fupplies to fupport its own government. An affembly that
* would refufe it muft want common fenje, which cannot be fuppofed. I think

there was never any fuch cafe at New-York, and that it muft be a mifrepre-
fentation, or the fuét mutt bemifunder{tood. I know there have been fome
attempts, by minifterial inftru€tions from hence, to oblige the affemblies to
fettle permanent falaries on governors, which they wifely refufedto do; but
I believe no affembly of New-York, or any other Colony, ever refufed duly
t(f)r fupport government by proper allowances, from time to time, to public
officers.

Q, Butin cafe a povernor, afing by inftruction, fhould call on an affem.
bly to raife the neccilury fupplies, and the affembly fhould refule to do it, do,
you not think it would thes be for the good of the people of the coleny, as
well as neceflary to movernment, that the parliament fhould tax thein ?

A, Ido not think it would be neceffary, If an afflembly could poflibly be
fo abfurd as to retule raiting the fupplies requifite for the muintenance of
government among them, they could not long remain in fuch a fituation;
the diforders and coatiution eccafioned by it mult foun bring them to r-afon,

QIF
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Q. If it hould not, ought not the right to be in Great-Britain of applying
a remedy ! _

A. Aright only to be ufed in fuch a cafe, I thould have no objection to,
{uppofing it ta be ufed merely for the good of the people of the Colony.

. But who'is to judge of that, Britain or the Colony?
A. Thofe that feel can beft judge.
. Q. You fay the Colgnies have always fubmitted to external taxes, and ob-
ject to the right of parliament only in laying internal taxes; now can you
fhew that there is any kind of difference between the two taxes to the Colony
on which they may he laid ? - |

A. I'think the difference is very great. An external tax isa duty laid on
commodities imported ; that duty is added to the firt coft, and other char-
geson the commadity, and when it is offered to fale, makes a part of the
price. . If the people do not like it at that price, they refufe it ; they are not
obliged to pay it. But an internal tax is forced from the people without
their confent, if not laid by their own reprefentatives. The ftamp-aét fays,
we fhall have no commaerce, make no exchange of property with each other,
neither purchafe nor grant, nor recover debts; we fhall neither marry, nor
make our wills, unlefs we pay fuch and fuch fums; and thusit is intended to
extort our money from us, or ruin usby the confequences of refufing to pay it.

Q. But fuppating the external tax or duty to be laid on the neceffaries of
life imported into your Colony, will not that be the fame thing in its ctfeéts
as an internal tax ? S | B

A. I do not know a fingle article imported into the northern Colonies, hut
what they can either do without, or make themfelves.

Q. Don’t you think cloth from England abfolutely necefiary to them ?

A. No, by no means abfolutely neceffary ; with induftry and good ma-
nagement, they may very well fupply themfelves with all they want.

. Will it not take a long time to eftablith that manufafture among them ?
and muft they not in the mean while fuffer greatly?

A. Ithink aot. ‘They have made a furprifing progrefs already. And X
am of opinion, that before their old clothes are worn out, they will have
new ones of their own making.

Q. Can they poflibly find wool enough in North-America ?

A. They have taken fteps to increafe the wool. They entered into gene-
ral combinations to eat no more lamb, and very few Jambs were killed laft
year. This courfe perfilted in, will foon make a prodigious difference in the
guantity of wool. And the eftablithing of great manufactories, like thofe in
the clothing towns here, is not neceffary, as it is where the bufinefs is to be
carried on for the purpofes of trade. The peeple will all fpin, and work for
themfelves, in their own houfes.

Q. Can there be wool and manufaliure enough in one or two years?

A. In three years, I think, there may.

Q.. Does not the feverity of the winters in the Northern Colonies, occa-
fion the wool to be of bad quality ?

A. No; the wool is very fine and good.

Q. In the more Southern Colonies, as in Virginia; don’t you know that
the wool is coarfe, and only a kindof bair ?

A. 1 cdon't know it. I never heard it. Yet I have been fometimes in
Virginia. I cannot fay I ever took particular notice of the wool there, but
I believe it is goad, though I cannot fpeak pofitive of it; bnt Virginia, and
the Colonics focuth of it, have lefs occafion for wool; their winters ure
fhort, and not very fevere, and they can very well clothe themfelves with
linnen and cotton of their own raifing for the reft of the year.

Q. Are not the people, in the more Northern Colonies, obliged to fodder
their theep all the winter ?

A. In fome of the moft Northern Colonies they may be obliged to do it
fome part of the winter.

Q. Con-
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. Q. Confidering the refolutions of parliament, as to the right, do you

tmf'i‘d’ if the ﬁamp-a& is repealed, that the North Americans will be’ fa-
tisfied ? A

A. I believe they will.

Q. Why do you think fo ? :

A. I think the refolutions of right will give them very little concern, if
they are never attempted to be carried into practice. The Colonies will

robably confider themfelves in the fame fituation, in that refpeét, with Ire-
and ; they know you claim the fame right with regard to Ireland, but you
never exercife it. And they may believe you never will exercife it in the
C(}Ionies, any more than in Ireland, unlels on fome very extraordinary oc-
cafion, .

Q._But who are to be judges of that extraordinary occafion? Is it not

the parliament ?
.. A, Though the parliament may judge of the occafion, the people will
think it can never exercife fuch a right, till reprefentatives from the Colonses
are admitted into parliament, and that whenever the occafion arifes, repre-
fentatives will be ordered.

Q. Did you never hear that Maryland, during the laft war, had refufed to
furnifh a quota towards the common defence ?

A. Maryland has been much mifreprefented in that matter. Maryland, to
mﬂy knowledge, never refufed to contribute, or grant aids to the Crown, The
aflemblies every year, during the war, voted confiderable fums, and formed
bills to raife them. The Bills were according to the conftitution of that
province, fent up to the council, or upper houfe, for concurrence, that they
might be prefented to the governor, in order to be enatted into laws. Un-
happy difputes between the two houfes arifing, from the defects of that con-
ftitution principally, rendersd all the bills but one or two abortive. The
proprietary’s council rejetted them. It is true Maryland did not contribute
its proportion, but it was, in my opinion, the fault of the government, not
of the people.

Q. Was it not talked of in the other previnces as a proper meafure to apply
to parliament to compel them ?

A. T have beasd fuch difcourfe ; but as it was well known, that the pesple
were not to blame, ne fuch application was ever made, nor any ftep taken
towards it. od y

. Was is not propofed at a public meeting ?
%.’got that I knogr of.h bpl o £ N
. Do you remember the abolifhing of the paper currency in New Eng-
la:%: by z& of affembly ? 8

A. 1do remember its being abolithed, in the Maflachufett's Bay,

. Was not Lieutenant Governor Hutchinfon principally concerned in
that tranfation ? |

A. I have heard fo.

Q. Wasit not at that time a very unpopular law »

Al T believe it might, though I can fay little about it, as I lived it a di-
ftance from that province.

Q. Was not the fearcity of gold and filver an argument ufed 2gaingt abo-
lithing the paper ? -

A. Ifuppefe it was, )

Q. What is the prefent opinion there of that law ? Is it as napopular as
it was at firft ?

A. T think it is not.

Q. Have not inftructions from hence been fometimes fent averto govern«
ork bighly oppreflive and unpolitical ? ‘

. Yes,
Q. Have not fome governors difpenfed with them for that reafon ?
A. Yes; Uhave heard fo.

Q. Did
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Q,IDid the Americans ever difpute the controling power of parliamentto
regulate the commerce?

A. No. . .

Q._Can any thing lefs than a military force carry the ftamp-aét into exe-
cution } ,

A. 1 donct fee how a military force can be applied tothat purpofe.

Q. Why may it not? | x

A. Suﬁpo&vn military force {ent into America, they will find nobody in
arms; what are they then to do? They cannot force a man to take ftamps
who choofes to do without them, They will not find a rebellion ; they may
indeed make one, . )

Q. If the act is not repealed, what do you think will be the confe-
quences?

A. A total lofs of the refpect and affection the people of America bear
to this country, and of all the commerce that depends on that refpeét and

Q. How can the commerce be affefted ? 3

A. You will find, that if the alt is not repealed, they will take very iittle
of your manufactures in a thort time. ~

. Isit in their power to do without them?

A. Ithink they may very well do without them,

Q,_Is it their interett not to take them?

A. The goods they take from Britain are either neceflaries, mere conve-
niencies, or fuperfluities. The firft, as cloth, &c. with a little induflry
they can make at home ; the fecond they can do without, till they are
‘able to provide them among themfelves; and the laft, which are much the

reateft part, they will ftrike off immediately. They are mere articles of

athion, purchafed and confumed, becaufe the fathionin a refpefted coun-
t;{, ‘but will now be detefted and rejeéted. ‘The people havealready ftruck
off, by general agreement, the ufe-of all goods fathionable in mournings,
and many thoufand pounds worth are {ent back as unfaleable.

. Isit their intereft to make cloth at home? -

A. Ithink they may at prefent get it cheaper from Britain, I mean of the
fame finenefs and neatnefs of workmanthin; but when one confiders other
circumftances, the reftraints on their trade, and the difficulty of making
remittances, it is their intereft to make every thing. : ‘

Q[Suppo('e an aét of internal regulations, conneted with a tax, how
would they receive it? |

A. I think it would be objefted to.

Q. Then no regulation with a tax would be fubmitted to?

A. Their opinion i3, that when aids to the Crown are wanted, they are to
be atked of the feveral aflemblies, according to the oldeftablifhed ufage, who
will, as they always huave done, grant them freely. And that their money -
ought not to be given away without their confcnt, by perfons at a diftance,
unacquainted with their circumitances and abilities. The granting aids to
the Crown, is the only means they have of recommending themfelves to their
{overeign, and they think it extremely hard and unjuft, that a bedy of men,.
an which they have no reprefentative, thould make a merit to itfelf of giv-
ing and granting what is not its own, but theirs, and Jdeprive them of a nght
they efteemn of the utmoit value and importance, as it is the fecurity of all
their other rights. |

Q. But is not the poft-office, which they have long received, a tax as well
as a regulation ? :

A. Noj; the money paid for the peftage of a letter is not of the nature of
a tax ; it is merely a quantum meruit for a fervice done; no perfon is
compellzhl= to pay the money, if he does not chufe to receive the fervice,
A nan anay ftill, as bhefore the aét, fend Lis letter by a fervant, a fpecial
meffer v, ¢rafriend, if he thiuks it cheaper and fafer, .

Q. But

A
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Q. But do they not confider the regulations of the poft-office, by the a&t
of latt year, as a tax? | ’

A. by the regulations of laft yearthe rate of poftage was generally abated
near thirty per cent. through all America; they certainly cannot coniider
fuch abatement as a tax. . |

Q. It an excife was laid by parliament, which they might likewife avoid
pay'u;g, by not confuming the articies exciled, would they then not objeét
toit , ) .

A. They would certainly objelt to it, as an excifeis urconneted with any
fervice done, and is merely an aid which they think ought to be atked of
them, and granted by them, if they are to pay it, and can be granted for
them ?y no others whatfoever, whom they liave not impowered for that

ote. ‘
purP You fay they do not obj«t to the right of parliament in laying duties
on goods to be paid on their importation ; now, is there any kind of dif-
ference between a duty on the importation of guods, and an excife on their
confumption ? , |

A. Yes; a very material one; an excife, for the reafons I have juft men-
tioned, they think you can have no right to lay within their country. RBut
the fea is yours; you maintain, by your fleets, the fafety of navigation init;
and keep 1t clear of pirates; you may have therefore a natural and equitable
right to fome toll or duty on merchandizes carried through that part-of your
dominions, towards defraying tl.e expence you are at in fhips to maiatain
- the f{afety of that carriage.

. Does this reafoning hold in the cafe of a duty laid on the produce of
their lands exported ? and would they not then objeé&t to fuch aduty?

A. If it tended to make the produce fo nuch dearer abiroad as to leflen the
demand for it, to be fure they would objet to tuch a duty; not to your
right of laying it, but they would complain of it as a burthen, and j.etition
youto lighten it, / |

Q. Is not the duty paid on the tobacco exported a duty of that kind ?

A. That, I think, is only on tabacco carried coattwife from one Colany
to another, and appropriated as a fund for fupporting the coilege 2t Willi-
amfburgh, in Virginia,

. Have not the aflemblies in the Weft-Indies the fame natural rights with
thefe in North- America?

A. Undoubtedly. |

Q. Andisthere not a tax laid thereon their fugars exported ?

A. Iam not much acquainted with the Weft-Indies, but thedutyef four
and a half per cent,. on(}ugara exported, was, I believe, granted by thew
own aflemblies. .

Q. How much is the poll.tax in your province laid on unmarvied men?

A. 1t is, I think, Fifteen Shillings, to be paid by every fingle frecman,
upwards of twenty-one years old. )

Q. What is the annual amount of all the taxes in Pennfylvania ?

A. Ifuppofe ahout 20,0c0 Pounds fterling. o
- Q, Suppofing t: e ftamp a& continued, and enforced, do you imagine that
ill humour will induce the Americans to give as much for worfe manutas-
tures of their own, and ufe them, preferable to better of ours?

A. YesIthink fo. People will pay as freely ro gratify one paflion as
. another, their refentment as their pride.

Q. Would the people at Bofton difcontinue their trade? ‘

A. The merchancs are a very fimall number, compared with the body of -
she people, and muft difcontinue their trade, if nobody will buy their gouds.

Q. What are the hody of the people in the Colonies?

A. They are farmers, hutbandmen or planters.

Q. Would they fuffer the produce of their Jands to rot?

A7 Noj; but they would not raife fo much., They would manufalture
more, and plough lefs. B Q. Would
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Q. Would they.live witbout the adminiftration of juftice in civil matters,
and fuffer all the Inconvenienciés of fuch a fituation for any confiderable time,
sather than take the ftanps, fuppofing the ftamps’ were proteéted by a fuffi-
cient force, where every one might have them?

A, Ithink the fuppofition impraéticable, that the fampas fhould be fo pro.
tected as that every one might have them. The aék requires fub. diftributors
to be appointed in every county town, diftri&t and village, and they would he
neceffary. But the principal diftributors, who were tohave had a confiderable
profit onthe whole, have not thoughtit worth while to continue in the office,
an?i I think it impolfible to find fub ditributors fit to be trufted, who,
for the trifling profit that muft come to their thare, would incur the odium
and run the hazard that would attend it; and if they could he found, {
t!lﬁnk it impraéticable to proteét the ftamps in (o0 many dittant and remote

ACES.

P Q_ Rut ia places where they could be protefted, would not the paople ufe
them :ather than reman in fuch afituation, unable to obtain any right, or
recover, by law, any debt? o | |

A. Itis hard to fay, what they would do. Icav only judge what other
geOple will think, and how they will a&, by what I feel within myfelf. I

ave i great many dehts due to mein Americg, and I had rather they thould
remain Unrecoverable by any law, than {ubmit to theftamp-aét. They will
be Jebts of honour, Itis my opinion the people will either continue inthat.
fituation, or find fome way to extiicate themielves, perhaps by generally
agreeinghto proceed in the courts without ftamps. S

% What do you think a fufficient militagy force to proteét the diftributjon
of the tamps in every part of America? | oo

A. A very great force; Ican’t fay what, if the difpofition of America is
for a g&neral refiftance. |

Q. What is the number of men in America able to bear arms, or of dif-
ciplined militia? - |

A. There are, I fuppofe, at leaft--.---

" [Queflion objecled to. He withdrenv. €. led in again.].

Q. Ts the American ftamp-at an equal tax on that country ?
A. Ithink not.

Q. Why fo?

A. The greateft part of the money muft arife from law fuits for the reco-
very of debts, and be paid by the lower fort of people, wbo were too poor
eafily to pay their debts. It is therefore a heavy tax on the poor, and a tax
upon them for being poor.

Q. But will not this increafe of expence be a means of lefflening the num-
ber of law fuits, -
A. Ithink not; for as the cofts all fall upon the debtor, and are to be

p:}ld by him, they would be no difcourageinent to the creditor to bring his
action. ‘

Q. Would it not have the effett of exceflive ufury?
A. Yes, asan oppreflion of the debtor.
. How many thips are thereladen annually in North. America with flax-
feed tor Ireland?
A. T cannot fpeak to the number of fhips, but I know that in 1743, 10,600
hogtheads of flux-feed, each containing 7 buthels, were exported irom Phi-
ladelphia to Ireland. 1 fuppofe the quantity is greatly increafed fince that

time¢ and it is underftood that the exportation from New-York is equal to
. that from Philadelphia,

Q. What becomes of the flax that grows with that flax-feed ?

. A. They manufadture fome into coarie, and fome into & middling kind of
inen. -

Q. Arcthere any (litting mills in America?

A, Lthink there are, but [ believe only one at prefent emplo od. I fup-
pof: they will all be fet to work, it the interruption of the trade continues.

Q. Are
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' % Are there uny fulling mills there ?
" A, A great many, , |
Q. Did you never hear that a great quantity of fockings were contraéted
for for the army during the war, and manufactured at Philadelphia ?

A. I have heard fo,

- Q_If the famp alt thould be repealed, would not the Americans think

thcx could oblige the parliament to repeal every external tax law now in force ?

o kIt is hard to anfwer quettions of what people at fuch a diftance will

think, ‘

tho" g?t what do you imagine they will think were the motives of repealing
. .

A. 1 fuppofé they will think that it was repealed from a convi&tion of its
jnexpedicncy ; and they will rely upon it, that while the faine inexpediency
fubfilte you will never attempt to make fuch another.

(L_'&’ hat do you mean by its inexpediency ?

A. 1 mean its inexpediency on feveral accounts; the poverty and inability
of thofe who were to pay the tax ; the general difcontent it has occafioned ;
and the impraticability of enforcing it. o

Q._If the a€t hould be répealed, and the legiflature fhould fhew its refent-
ment to the oppofers of the fftamp.aét, would the Colonies acquiefce in the
duthority of the legiflature } What is your opinion they would do?

A. I don’t doubt at all, that if the legillature repeal the ftamp-aé, the Co-
1onies will acquiefce in the authority. |

Q. But if the legiflature fhould tzink fit to afcertain its right to lay taxes,
by an at laying a {mall tax, contrary to their opinion, would they fubmit
to pay the tax ? |

A. The Kroccedings of the people in America have been confidered too
much t’o%ct er. The proceedings of the affemblies have been very different
firom thole of the mabs, and fhould be diftinguithed, as having no conneétion
with each other.--.-The aflemblies have only peaceably refoived what they
take to be theirriﬁhts; they have taken no meafures for oppofition by force;
they have not built a fort, raifed a man, or pravided a grain of ammunition,
in order to fuch oppofition.---The ringleaders of riots they think ought to
be punithed ; they would punifh them themfelves, it they could. Every fo-

er {fenfible man would wifh to fee rioters punifhed, as otherwife peaceable
Fco le have no fecurity of perfon or eftate. But as to any internal tax, how
mall foever, 1aid by the legiflature here on the people there, while they have
no reprefentatives in this legiflature, I think it will never he fubmitted to.---
They will oppofe it to the laft.---They do not confider it as at all neceflary
for you to raife money on them by your taxes, becaufe \hey are, and always
have been, ready to raife money by taxes among themfelves, and to grant

large fums, equal to their abilities, upon requifition from the Crown.--- The
have not only granted equal to their abilities, but, during all the laft war,
they granted tar l)?'ond theirabilities, and beyond their proportion with this
country, you yourfelves being ;’ndgcs,to the amount of many hundred thou-
and pounds, and this they did freely and readily, only on a fort of promife
rom the fecretary of flate, that it fhould be recommended to parliament to
make them compenfation, It was accordingly recommended to parliament,
in the moft honourable manner, for them. America has been greatly mifre-
prefented and abufed here, in papers, and pamphlets, and fpeeches, as un-
grateful, and unreafonable, and unjuft, in having put this nation to immenfe
expence for their defence, and refufing to bear any part of that expence.
‘The Colonies raifed, paid and cloathed, near 2 gooc men during the latt war,
a number equal to thofe fent from Britain, and far beyond their proportion ;
they went deeply into debt in doing this, and all their taxes and eltates are
mortgaged, for many years to come, for difcharging that debt. Govern-
ment here was at that time very fenfible of this. The Colonies were recom-
mended to pasliament, Every year tlixe King fent down to the houfe a writ.
2 ten
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ten meflage to this purpofe, That his Majefty, being highly fenfible of the
zeal and vigour with which his faithful fubj~¢tsin North. America had exert-
ed themfelves, in defence of his Majefty's jutt rights and pofleflions, recom-
mended it to the houfe to take the fame into conlideration, aad enable Lim
to give them @ proper.compenfation, You will find thote mefliges on your

owi journals every year ot the war to the very lalt, and you dic accordingly .

give 200,000 Pounds annually to the Crown, to be diftributed in fuch com-
penlation to the Colonies. "This is the ftrongeft of all proofs that the Coloa
nies, far from being unwiiling to bear a fhare of the burthen, did exceed
their proportion ; for if they had done lefs, or had only equalled their pro-
_portion, there would have been no room or realon for compeniation.---In-
deed the lums reimburfed them, were by no means adequate to rhe expence
they incurred beyond their proportion ; but théy never murmured at that ;
they efteemed their Sovereign’s approbation of their zeal and fidelity, and
~ the approbation of this houte, far beyond any other kind of compenfation ;
therefore there was no occafion for this act, to force money tram u willing
people ; they had not refuled giving money for the purpofes of the aét; no
requifition had been made; they were always willing and ready to do what
could reatonably be expected from them,” and in this light they wifh to be
confidered. ' .

Q.l But fuppofe Great-Britain fhould be engaged in a war in Furope,
would North America contiibute to the fupport ot it ?

A. T do think they would, as far as their circumftances would permit,
They confider themielves as a part of the Britith empire, and as having one
common intereft with it; they may be looked on here as forvigners, but they
do not cenfider themfelves as fuch. They are zealous for the henour and
profperity of this nation, and, while they are well ufed, will aways be ready
to fupport it, as far as their little power goes. In 1739 they were called up-
on to affift in the expedition againft Carthagena, and they fent 3000 men to
join your army. It is true Carthagena is 1n America, but as reraote from
the Northern Colonies, asif it had been in Europe. 'Lhey make r.0 diftinc-
tion of wars, as to their duty of affiiting in them I know the laft war is
commoniy fpoke of here as entered into for the defence, or for the fuke of
the people of America. Ithink it is quite mifunderftood. It began about
the limits between Canada and Nova-§cotia, about territories to which the
Crown indeed laid claim, but were not claimed by any Britith Colony ; none
of the lands bad been granted to any Colonift; we had therefore no particu-
lar concern or inteveft in that difpute. As to the Obio, the conteft there hee
gan about your right of trading in the Indian country, a right you bad by
the treaty of Utrecht, which the French infringed ; they feized the traders
and their goods, which were your manufactures; they took a fort which a
company of vour merchants, and their factors and correfpondents had erect.
ed there, to fecure that trade. Braddock was fent with an army to re 1ak=
that fort (which was looked on bere as another incroachment on the King's
territory) and to protect yourtrade, It wasnot till after Lis defeat that the
Colonies were attacked. They were betore in perfeét peace with both French
and Indians; the troops were not therefore fent for their defence. The
trade with the Indians, though carried on in America, is not an American
intereit, The pronle of America are chicfly farmers and planters; fearce
any thing that they raife or produce is an article of commerce with the In-
dinns,  The Indian trade is a Hritifh intereft; itis carried on with Dritith
mnsufalhures, for the profit of Britith merchants and mannfatturers ; there-
fore the war, as it commenced for the defence of territories ot the Crown,
the praverty of no American, and for the defence of « trade purely Britifl,
wits re Hv a Britith war---.and vet the people of America made no feruple of
r'mh]-]'arwrin;; their utmoft towards currying it on, and bringing it to a bappy
Conciiirog,

Q. Do venthink then that the 9king noficMon of the 17 ina's territorial
Fgies, and flrengticning the frontierz, 13 not an Ainerican intercefl : N

4. 20t
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. A, Not particularly, but conjointly a Britith and an American intereft,

Q. You will not deny that the preceeding war, the war with Spain, was
enteréd into for the fake of America j was it not occafioned by captures made
in the American feas ? ,
~ A. Yes; captures of fhips carrying on the Britifh trade there, with Britith
manufaltares, |

Q. Was not the late war with the Indians, fince the peace with France, a
var for America only ? o

A. Yes; it was more particularly for America than the former, but it was
yuther a confequence or remains ot the former war, the Indians not havin
been thoroughly pacified, and the Americans bore by much the groale&
fhare ot the expence. It was put an end to by the army under General Bou-
?l;ct j there were not above oo regulars in that army, and above 1000 Fenne
fylvanians.

Q. Is it not' neceflary to fend troops to America, to defend the Americans
azamlt the Indians? »

A. No, by no means ; it never was neceflary. They defended themfelves
when they werebut an handful, and the Indians much more numerous. They
continually gained ground, and have driven the Indians over the mountains,
without any troops fent to their affitance from this country. And Tan it bhe
thought neceffary now to fend troops for their defence from thote diminith-
ed Indian tribes, when the Colonies are become fo populous, and fo firong ?
‘T"here is not theleaft occafion for it ; they are very able to defend themfelves.

Q. Do you fay there were no more than joo regular troops employed in
the late Indian war ?

A. Not on the Ohio, or the frontiers of Pennfylvania, which was the chief
-part of the war that affected the Colonies. There were garrifons at Niagara,
Fort Detroit, and thole remote polts kept for the fake of your trade; I did
yot reckon them, but I believe that on the whole the nummber of Americans,
ar provincial troops, employed in the war, was greater than that of the re-
gulars. Iam not certain, but I think fo.

Q. Do you think the affemblies have a right to levy money on the fubject
there, to grant to the Crown ?

A. I certainiy think fa ; they have always done it.

Q_ Are they acquainted with the declaration of rights ? and do they know
that, by that {tatute, money is not to be raiied on the fubje€t but by content
of parhament ? , A

A. They are very well acquainted with it.

Q. How then can they think they have a right to levy money for the
Crown, or tor any other than. local purpofes ? {

A. They underftand that claufe to reiate to fubjets only within the realm;
that no money can be levied on them for the Crowa, but by confent of parlia-

- ment. The Colonies are not fuppofed to be within the realm ; they have al.
fzmblies of their own, which are their parliaments, and they are in that re-
fpeCt in the fame fituation with Ireland. When money is to be raiied {or the
Crown upon the fubject in Ireland, orin the Colonies, the confent is given
i the parlivuent of Ireland, orin the affemblies of the Colonies. They

.think the parliament of Great-Britain cannot properly give that con‘ent till
it has reprefentatives from Awnerica 5 for the petition of right expreily fays,

s to be by common confert in parliament, and the people of America
Lave noreprefentativesin parliament, to make a part of that conimon confent,

0. If the ttamp ae thould be repealed, and an aée fhould pa‘s, erdering the
aflemntlies of the Colonies to indemnify the {utferers by the riots, would they
obey it ? .

A. That is 1 quellion T cannot anfwer, .

O, Suppofe the King fhould require the Colonies to grant a revenue, and
the vartiam, nr heuld be againft their doing it, do they think they can grant
sorevenucto the 200 witiout the consent of the parliament of G. Britain ?

) A, Thut
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“‘?i That is ¢ deep queltion.-.-As to my own opinion, Ithould think Mny-

at liberty to do it, and fhould do it, if I liked the occafion. _
., When money has been raifed in the Colonies upon requifitions, hus it

not been granted to the King ?

- "As Yes, always ; but the requifitions have generally been for fome fervice

expretled, as to raide, clothe and pay troops, and not for money only.

. l_ftflc at theuld pals, requiring the American affemblies to make com-
penfation to the fufferers, and they fhould difobey it, and then the parlia-
ment thouid, by another a&, lay an internal tax, would they then obey it?.

A. The people will pay no internal tax ; and 1 think an aét to_oblige thé
affemblies to make compenfation is unneceflary, for I am of opinion, that
as (oon as the p-ofent heats are abated, they will take the matter into confis
derat.on, and,if it is right to bedone, they will do it of themfelves. |

Q. Do niot letters often come into the poft-office in America, direfted to
fome inland town where no poft gnas ? A.Yes. |

Q._Can any private perfon take up thofe letters, and carry them as direted ?
" Al Yes; duny frieud of the perfon may doit, paying the poitage thbat

as occurred. |

Q. But inugt he not pay an additional poftage for the diftance to fuch in-
land town ? A. No. '

Q. Can the poft-mafter anfwer delivering the letter, withont being paid
fuch additional pofiage ?

A. Certainly he can demand nothing, where he does no fervice.

Q. Suppofe a perfon, being far trom home, finds a letter in a pott-office
dirccted to him, and he lives in a place to which the poft generally goes, and
the letter is direted to that place, will the poft -matter dehiver him the letter,
ggtlxguz his paying the poftage receivable at the place to which the letter i¢

irected ?

A. Yes; the office cannot demand poftage for aletter that it does not
carry, or farther than it doescarry it.

Q_ Are not ferrymen in America obliged, by act of parliament, to ca
over the pofts without pay ? A. Yes. ,

Q. Is not this a tax on the ferrymen ?

A. They do not confider it as fuch, as they have an advantage from per-
fons traveiing with the poit.

Q. If the ftamp. aét fhould be repealed, and the Crown fhould make a re-

qu:fition to the Colonies for a fum of money, would they granc it ?
A. I believe they would.

Q. Why do you think fo ? '
A. Tcan fpeak for the Colony Ilive in ; T had it in inftru&tion from th
affembly to affure the miniftry, that as they always had done, fo they fhould
always think it their duty to grant fuch aids to the Crown as were fuitable to
their circumftances and abilities, whenever called upon for the purpofe, in
the ufual conftitutional manner ; and I had the honour of communicating

this inftruélion to that honourable gentleman then minifter.

Q. Would they do this for a Britith concern ; as fuppofe a war in fome
part of Europe, that did not affeét them ? .,

A. Yes, for any thing that concerned the general intereft. They confider
themfelves as a part of the whole.

;L. What is the wlual conftitutional manner of calling on the Colonies for
aids ? ’ ‘

A. Aletter from the fecretary of ftate,

Q. Isthisall yon mean, aletter from the fecretary of ftate ?

A. I mean the ufa:l way of 1equifition, in a circular letter from the fecre-
tary of ftate, 'y his May fty's command, reciting the occafion, and recom-
mending it to the Colouies to grant fuch aids as became their loyalty, and
were fuitab'e to their abilities,

Q. Did the fecretary of fiate ever write for money for the Crownk h

L] e
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A, The requifitions have been to raife, clothe antt pay wien, Mbm .
- be done without woney. ' | R
Q_Would they grant money alone, if called on ?

Al In my opinion they would, money as well as men, when they M'N |
mox‘xek or can make it.

t the parliament thould repeal the tamp-aék, will the aflembly of Penn-
fylvania refcind their refolutions ? |

A. I think not, |

(% Before there was any thought of the famp-aét, did they with for a re~
prefentation in parliament ? * A. No.

Q. Don’t you know that there is, in the Pennfylvania charter, an exprefs
refervation of the right of parliament to lay taxes there ?

A. I know thereis a claufe in the charter, by which the King grants that
he willlevy notaxes on the inhabitants, unlefsit be with the confent of the
aflembly, or by a&t of parlizment, _

. How then could the aflembly of Pennfylvania affert, that laying a tax
on them by the ftamp-act was an infringment of their rights ?

A. They underftand it thus; by the fame chaster, and otherwife; they
are intitled to all the privileges and liberties of Englifhmien ; they find in the
great charters, and the petition and declaration ot rights, thatone of the
privileges of Englith fubjedts is, that they are not to be taxed but by their
common confent ; they have therefore relied upon it, from the firlt fettlement
of the province, that the parliament never would, mor could, by eolour of
that claufe in the charter, aflame a right of taxing them, till it had qualified
#t(clf to exercife fuch right, by admiiting reprefentatives from the people to
be taxed, who ought to make a part of that common confent.

%_ Are there any worde in thecharter that juftify that conflru@ion?

. The common rights of Englilhmes, as declared by Magna Charta, and
the petition of right, all juftify it.

. Does the diftinétion between internal and external taxes exift in the
. words of the charter? | C

A. No, [ believe not. i -

Q. Then may they not, by the fame interpretation, obje&t to the parlia-
ment's right of external taxation ?

A. They never have hitherto. Many arguments have been lately ufed
here tothewthem that there is no difference, andthatif~youhavenorightto
tax them internally, you have none to tax them externally, or make any
other law to bind them. At prefent they do not reafon fo, but in time they
mway poflibly be convinced by thefe arguments.

. Do not the refolutions of the Pennfylvania affembly (ay all taxes?

A. If they do, they mean onl internal taxes; the {ame words have not
always the fame meaning here and in the Colonies. By taxes they mean inter-
nal taxes; by duties they mean cuftoms; thefe are their ideas of the lan-

uage.
s Oi ll-l?‘u you not feen therefolutions of the Maffachufetts Bay affembly?

A. I have,

Q. Do they not fay, that neither external nor internal taxes can be laid
on them by parliament? )

A. I don't know that they do; I believenot, _ .

Q. Ifthe fame Colony fhould fay neither tax nor impofition could belaid,
does not that }:rovim:e old the power of parliament can hold neither?

A. 4 fuppofe that by the word impofition, they do not intend to exprefs
duties to be laid on goods imported, as regulations of commerce.

Q. What can the Colonies mean then by impofition as diftinét from taxes?

A. They may mean many things, as imprefling of men, or of carriages,
quartering troops on private houfes, and the like; there inay be great im-
pofitiens, that are not properly taxes. . ‘ .

Q._Is not the poft-office rate an internaltax laid by aét of parliament?

A. I
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. A T have anfwered that.
Q. Areall paits of the Cclonies cqually able to pay taxes? |
A. No, ccituinly; the frontier parts, which have heen ravaged by the
eneny, are greatly difabled by that means, and therefore, in fuch cafes, are
ulually favoured in our tax laws.
Q. Can we, at this diftance, be competent judges of what favours are ne-
celiary ? o
A. yThe parliament have fuppofed it, by claiming a right to make tax
laws for America; I think it impofiible,
Q. Would the repeal of the ftamp-aét be any difcouragement of vour ma-
nufatures? Will the people that have begun the manufacture declineit?
A. Yes, Ithink they wil; efpecially if, at the fame time, the trade is
opened again, fo that remittances can be eafily made. I have known jevers!
inftances that make it probable. In the war before laft, tobactco being jow,
and ma.ing little remittance, the people of Virginia went generally into fa-
mily manutactures.  Afterwards, when tobacco hore a better price, they
returned to tie ufe of Britifh manufaétures. So fulling mills were very much
difufed in the jaft war in Pennfylvania, becavle bills were then plenty, an:d
remittances couldeafily be made to Britain for Englith cloth and other goods.
Q. If the ftamp-adt thould be repealed, would it induce the affemb-lies of
Amcrica to acknowledge the rights of parliament to tax them, and would
‘they erafe their refolutions ? A. No, never.
Q. Isthere'no means of obliging them to erafe thofe refoiutions?
A. None that I know of ; they will never do it unle(s compelicd by force
of arms. RIS T T
Q. Is there a pawer on earth that can force thém to erafc them? = ..
A. No power, iowgtéat foevdr, ¢in forcé med'td change their opinions.
Q. Do t1.ey confider the poft-oftice as a tax, oras a regulation?
A. Not as a tax, but as a regulation and conveniency ; every affembly en..
couragetl it, and tupported it in its ;nfancy, by erants of money, which
theﬁv would not otherwile have done; and the people have always paid the
oftage. |

WP Q?_.gWhen did you receive the inftinctions you mentioned ?

; A. 1brought them with me, when I cune to England, ubout 1§ montiis
ince. -

Q. When did you communicate that inftruction to the minifter?,

A. Soon after my arrival, while the ftamping of America was under con-
fideration, and before the bill was brought in.

Q. Would it be mott for the intereft of Great-Britain, to employ the hands
ef Virginiain tobacco, orin manufactures?

A. Intobacco to be fure. o

Q. What ufed tobe the pride of the Americans?

A. To indulge in the fathions and manufaétures of Great-Britain,

0. What is now their pride?

A. Towear their old cloaths over again, tillthey can make new oves.

. Withdrezw,

The L N D,




